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Back to School 
with Satchel One 
The DfE has released guidance for schools on how they can prepare for full openings and what the new school day 
will look like. 

There are a lot of challenges and considerations schoosl will have to take into account including contingency 
planning, health and safety requirements as well as classroom management in a COVID secure classroom. 

Satchel One can support schools in line with government guidelines to help them ensure a safe and successful 
return to school.
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Show My 
Homework

“Where a pupil is unable to attend school 
because they are complying with clinical 
and/or public health advice, we expect 
schools to be able to immediately offer 
them access to remote education. 
Schools should monitor engagement 
with this activity”

“develop remote education so that it is 
integrated into school curriculum 
planning”

Schools in England are required to provide students 
immediate access to remote education if they are unable to 
attend school due to health advice - eg. self-isolation, 
experiencing coronavirus symptoms. 

With Show My Homework, teachers can assign students 
classwork online which students can then complete at 
home. The implementation of Satchel One’s Show My 
Homework app in any school will afford them the ability to 
instantly engage in distance learning if ever they need to.

Schools can also effectively monitor student engagement 
with tasks they have been assigned - Insights allows 
teachers to see if students have viewed tasks whereas the 
User Activity Report tells teachers if students are logging 
into their Satchel One account. 

“Curriculum planning should be 
informed by an assessment of pupils’ 
starting points and addressing the 
gaps in their knowledge and skills, in 
particular making effective use of 
regular formative assessment 
(for example, quizzes…)”

Initially, when schools reopen the focus will be on 
assessing how much learning students have lost 
during school closures and helping them to catch 
up. The DfE has suggested using quizzes as a way 
of determining how much learning students have 
lost.

Quizzes are a great assessment tool and, on Show 
My Homework, teachers can assign their students 
self-marking quizzes on their subject area for an 
immediate insight into how well students are 
understanding a topic or to see if any gaps in 
learning have occurred.

DfE, Guidance for full opening: schools 

DfE, Guidance for full opening: schools 



teamsatchel.com                @team_satchelsatchel:

Seating 

Seating arrangements in classrooms are going to 
be fundamental in ensuring the safety of students. 
Seating plans will help keep students a safe 
distance from one another and will need to be 
arranged in a way that ensures there is as little 
chance of contact as possible.  

With Seating, teachers can carefully design plans 
for the layout of their classroom ensuring all desks 
are facing forward as per DfE guidelines, but also 
that desks are wide enough apart to minimise 
interaction between pupils. 

Seating plans also take into account students’ 
medical information and inclusion data so teachers 
can make informed decisions on where their pupils 
sit that benefit them academically and health wise. 
Teachers can also factor in designated hygiene 
zones or isolation areas to ensure the full scope of 
the classroom is catered for. 

“Arranging classrooms with forward facing desks”
DfE, Guidance for full opening: schools 
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Timetables

“schools should consider staggered 
starts or adjusting start and finish 
times to keep groups apart as they 
arrive and leave school.” 

In order to safely accommodate the return of all 
pupils to school, it’s important to consider when 
and how pupils will be arriving and leaving. Since 
the phased reopening of schools, DfE guidelines 
have asked schools to minimise pinch points and 
this will need to be continued with more pupils 
returning.

With Timetables, you can effectively communicate 
staggered start and end times to students, parents 
and teachers. Timetables are available to all 
stakeholders either on desktop or via the Satchel 
One app and are displayed exactly as they are 
inputted into your MIS. 

Lunch time
11:30

Jordan 
McLeah

Making sure that everyone is aware of their 
updated timetable helps to keep teachers and 
students safe and organised, but also ensures that 
students who are having to learn from home can 
stay aligned with the school day. 
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Behaviour

“Schools will need to work with staff, 
pupils and parents to ensure that 
behaviour expectations are clearly 
understood, and consistently 
supported, taking account of individual 
needs and should also consider how to 
build new expectations into their 
rewards system.”

Students may have a hard time adjusting back into the 
classroom after being absent from it for so long. 
Policies will need to be updated in line with the new 
guidelines and this should include new behaviour 
expectations. 

In order to help students reintegrate back into the 
classroom and to encourage health and safety 
measures, students should be praised for their hard 
work and effort in both these areas. 

With Behaviour, teachers can issue positive points and 
badges in line with their behaviour policy to recognise 
positive student behaviour. These positive 
reinforcements are also communicated to parents so 
they are aware of their child’s good work.

All Behaviour points are issued online via Satchel One 
and the creation of custom badges means that 
teachers can still award students who are having to 
work remotely with positive points to keep them 
motivated and engaged. 
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Detentions
“Schools should set out clearly at the earliest opportunity the consequences 
for poor behaviour and deliberately breaking the rules and how they will 
enforce those rules including any sanctions.”

For students’ return to school, behaviour policies should be 
updated in line with health and safety guidance. Students, 
and teachers, will be expected to behave differently in and 
around the school in order to ensure the health and safety of 
themselves and their peers. Where compliance with guide-
lines and general good behaviour should be rewarded, there 
also need to be sanctions outlined for poor behaviour. 

With Detentions, teachers can quickly and easily reprimand 
negative behaviour by issuing detentions in line with their 
school’s policy, and effectively communicate this to parents 
so they’re kept in the loop.
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Attendance
“schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence”

When students return to schools in England in 
September, attendance will be compulsory unless 
there is a valid reason for not attending such as a 
religious holiday or illness. Families failing to bring their 
child into school may face fines as a consequence. 

It is a school’s responsibility to record attendance for 
those pupils in class and those who may be having to 
learn remotely. With Attendance, teachers can track 
students’ attendance and punctuality from one 
platform helping them to easily identify pupil absences 
and follow up on any unauthorised absences. All 
information regarding attendance is stored as a report 
in Satchel One for their records. 
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Content
“Teach an ambitious and broad 
curriculum in all subjects from the 
start of the autumn term, but make 
use of existing flexibilities to create 
time to cover the most important 
missed content”

Schools will be helping students to catch up on any 
learning lost over the extended period of school 
closures. This loss of learning may have occurred over 
a wide range of subjects, but teachers are being asked 
to make time and prioritise the most important missed 
content.  

Content gives teachers exclusive access to Collins’ 
textbooks online through Satchel One. Textbooks are 
available across all core subjects, English, Maths and 
Science, in KS3 and KS4. 

This additional content will allow teachers to support 
students’ learning loss across the subjects using 
snippets from the books in lessons and using 
ready-made questions to assign in-class or as 
homework - saving teachers time whilst giving them 
access to high-quality curriculum content. 
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Premium

Welfare Notes
“Schools should also provide more 
focused pastoral support where 
issues are identified that individual 
pupils may need help with”

Students’ wellbeing and welfare is always a top priority 
for schools, but when they return to school after this 
extended period of closures they may be dealing with 
feelings of anxiety and in some cases, having to cope 
with bereavement.

With Welfare Notes, teachers can safely and securely 
communicate any concerns they have, or issues 
students may be experiencing, with regard to students’ 
wellbeing to the relevant teachers. Notifying teachers 
of any concerns discreetly will allow them to remain 
informed and provide additional support to students 
who need it. 

School Branding
“Uniform can play a valuable role in 
contributing to the ethos of a school and 
setting an appropriate tone”

Students are being encouraged to return to school in 
their uniforms at the start of the new academic year to 
promote normality and to help reinforce the sense of 
community within a school. This will be especially 
important for those pupils who are new to a school in 
helping to create a sense of belonging. 

School Branding can help to strengthen the school’s 
sense of community by communicating their ethos, 
values and history through a customised Satchel One 
dashboard. Schools can select their own imagery, 
colour scheme and school crest, helping to create a 
seamless transition from their school website into the 
world of Satchel One. 
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