
• Staff shortage
• Pandemic
• Environmental issues
• Adverse weather conditions

In order to be fully prepared for any of these situations and ensure as little disruption to pupil learning occurs as 
possible, schools should have an emergency school closure plan in place as well as a backup plan, especially in the 
case of long term closures, for how teachers will communicate classwork and homework to students. 

Here’s how Satchel One can support distance learning in the event of school closures in five simple steps:

1. Set task

Teachers can set classwork or homework via the Show My Homework functionality in Satchel One. Simply upload 
the work, set a due date, opt for ‘Online submission (via SMHW)’ and publish. All students and their parents will 
receive a notification alerting them of the new work that has been set. 

Community Resources, tasks created by teachers from across the country, can be used in a click. These can be 
edited or used as they are, a great resource should you find subject teachers are unable to prepare lessons. 

Spelling Tests & Quizzes can also be selected as the task type. These are self-grading and provide students and 
parents with immediate feedback. 
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2. View engagement 

You can ensure students are completing the schoolwork you’re assigning them from home via the ‘Insights’ tab. 
Simply find your class, select the task you’ve issued and choose ‘Insights’. Here you’ll be able to view how many 
students and parents have viewed the work and if you need to follow up with them to boost engagement.

3. Offer support

Once you’ve issued work to students, they then have the ability to contact you with any questions or comments they 
have about the work set. You can reply and offer support, guidance and any comments to provide an interactive 
distance learning experience. 
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4. Submit online

Students can submit work you’ve set for them online, so you don’t have to worry about them missing out on praise or 
feedback for the period of time your school is facing closure. Just make sure you select ‘Online submission (via 
SMHW)’ when initially issuing the work. 

5. Provide feedback

For every piece of work you assign, our Gradebook creates an entry where you can  ‘Assess’ the task for your students. 
From the comfort of your own home you can: Select a submission status, assign grades and provide 
feedback/comments.

This functionality means that even in the case of a school closure, students can still receive a supported and engaged 
learning experience and won’t have to miss out on valuable lesson time or wait for long periods of time before 
receiving feedback on their learning. 
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When schools close for an indefinite period of time, the impact it can have on your learning can be worrying 
especially if you’re at a critical time in your education like studying for exams. With Satchel One’s Show My 
Homework app you can minimise any disruption to learning through online, distance learning. Here’s how:

1. Receive and submit work online

In order for distance learning to be successful, both teachers and students need to be able to work online. With 
Satchel One’s Show My Homework app, your teachers can assign you both classwork and homework online. 

Once you’ve completed this work you can then submit those assignments online for your teachers to provide 
feedback on - this functionality is available on both the app and desktop version of the site. 

Students and Distance Learning with 
Satchel One: Show My Homework 
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2. Keep organised

You can view all upcoming tasks that have been assigned to you via your personalised To-do List. All work assigned to 
you is in order of due date to help you prioritise your workload and you have the ability to manage your To-do List by 
marking work as complete. 

We’ll also send you, and your parent/guardian, a push notification when new work has been issued so they’re always in 
the loop. 

3. Communicate with teachers

Once you have been assigned a task, you then have the ability to message your teachers to ask any questions about 
the work that has been set by selecting ‘Add a comment’. Your teacher will be able to reply directly to your comment, 
answering your questions and providing necessary feedback and support. 

Whilst your parents/guardians will be able to view messages with your teachers, they will not be able to contact your 
teacher directly.
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4. Receive feedback

In order to help your learning progress in the event of a school closure, feedback is critical. 

It’s for this reason we create a Gradebook entry for each piece of homework you receive, teachers can then give you a 
grade, submission status and leave written feedback, so you know how well you’re doing and what you need to work 
on in the future. 
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The impact school closures can have on parents is huge, this is especially the case for extended closures. Worries 
include childcare, work flexibility and continuation of the child’s learning. Satchel One is fully equipped to support 
distance learning and as such, provide parents peace of mind when it comes to your child’s education. This is how 
parents can use Satchel One’s Show My Homework app during a period of distance learning:

1. View your child’s assigned work

Show My Homework offers parents complete visibility around the work their child is set. There are a number of ways 
you can see what work your child has been assigned:

•  To-do list

Your children will have their own personal To-do List whereby any tasks assigned to them will appear in order of due 
date.You have full view of your child’s To-do List so know what tasks they have been assigned and which are due 
first. 

•  Notifications

Whenever your child is issued a piece of homework, you will receive a notification on the mobile app so you’re always 
in the loop. Search for Show My Homework in the app store to download the app. 

Parents Supporting Distance Learning 
with Satchel One: Show My Homework
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2. Provide support  

If your child is spending full days in your home working on schoolwork, it’s important you have enough information 
about the tasks at hand to try and offer support if they need it. It’s for this reason, you have a full view of all 
information and assignments set to your child - including due date, description, how long it should take, how to submit 
it and any additional resources from the teacher. Giving you this information puts you in a better position to help your 
child. 

3. Complete visibility

In addition to knowing what work your child is being assigned, Show My Homework gives you access to: submission 
statuses, grades awarded and any comments between your child and teacher, so you can see how well your child is 
performing and if you need to follow up on anything at home. 
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4. Receive school updates

During a school closure, lack of communication between parents and the school can be a cause for concern. With 
Satchel One’s Show My Homework app, teachers have the ability to issue statements relating to Events and 
Announcements via the school’s online Notice Board which you’ll be notified of instantly via the app. This means you’re 
not only up to date on the work your child is receiving but also with what is going on within the school.

5. See information for multiple children

If you have more than one child using Show My Homework you can view all of their profiles and To-do Lists from your 
parent account and receive notifications relating to their schoolwork and progress. This is the same even if your 
children don’t attend the same school, making it even simpler to stay involved in your children’s education.
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